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villages under UBA

THE HINDU

Visakhapatnam/Regi

15,000 students striving
to develop 660 remote

They visit the villages adopted by their colleges, study infrastructure, public health, education,
government services and identify problems and provide solutions, sav Andhra University officials

V. Kamalakara Rao
VISAKHAPATNAM

5 many as 15,000
A students (aged
above I8 vears)

from 132 colleges, includ-
ing engineering, polytech-
nic, law and others, in 10
districts from Srikakulam
1o Eluru under the Visak-
hapatnam-based  Andhra
University Regional Coor-
dinating Institute (AURCI)
are striving to develop 660
adopted remote villages
under Unant Bharat Abhi-
yan (UBA). UBA is a joint
flagship programme of the
Union Ministry of Educa-
tion and the Human Re-
source Development.

Their duty is to visit the
adopted villages of their
colleges (five villages per
college) and study the in-
frastructure, public health,
education,  government
services and identify pro-
blems and provide solu-
tions.

Students seek support
from local government offi-
cials, including Collectors
1o volunteers of village
secretariats,

AURCI Nodal Officer G.
Nagaraja said, “A total of
7,683 colleges under AUR-

LIBA volunteers [nteracting with a resident in a remote village, as

part of the Unnat Bharat Abhlyan.

Cl from 10 districts are elig-
ible for this programme. So
far a total of 302 colleges
have consulted, but 132 of
them have been officially
registered. This is an ongo-
ing programme till the year
2047"

Grant

For each registered col-
lege, the government will
provide 350,000 and this
amount can be used by in-
dividuals including college
staff and students for their
works of the UBA.

AURCI Coordinator B.
Pavani said, “A total of 12
colleges out of 132 colleges
have received 350,000 and
received additional grants
too ke T2 to ¥ lakh each
for aking the UBA to the
next levels. Students also
take the support of village
volunteers in each village
and their support is an as-

neering student of SRKR
Engineering College from
Bhimavaram, said, “We
joined UBA as a summer
internship.  Samples of
drinking water sources in
five villages were tested
and defects were identified
and solutions were sug-
gested o the local authori-
ties. Now villagers feel hap-
py. The response of the
villagers gave us immense
satisfactlon.”

Another student S, Re-
nuka Devi said, “We are
participating in voluntary
work, that too in remote
and underdeveloped vil-
lages, which will give good
results to our career alter
completion of studies, and

sel (4] the UBA
programime.”
Drinking water samples

Speaking to The Hindu, V.
Deekshitha, a civil engi-

society as well.”

AURCI Chiel and AU
Vice-Chancellor  PN.G.D.
Prasad Reddy said, “A total
of 40 instinutions in the
country, including two in
Andhra Pradesh, (one of
them Andhra University)
have been selected for
UBA.

The programme  has
been going well for the
past one year. We welcome
more students and colleges
to be part of the pro-
gramme for society and
student development.”
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‘Duckweed offers feed for
poultry, aqua, cattle farms’

* One-day training
Programme was
conducted at SRKR
Engineering College

The session focused
on effective utilisation
of protein derived
from duckweed

HANS NEwWS SERVICE
BHIMAVARAM

DUCKWEED, abundantly
available in local water bod-
ies, can serve as an excellent
protein-rich feed for poultry,
cattle and aquaculture units,
said SRKR Engineering Col-
lege Secretary and Corre-
spondent Sagi Ramakrishna
Nishanth Varma.

As part of the Science,
Technology and Innovation
Hub (STTH) initiative to
promote self-employment
among rural women through
technology, a one-day
training programme was
conducted on Thursday at
the college for youth from

SRKR Eng:neermg College Secretary and Correspondent Sagi
Ramakrishna Nishanth Varma speaking at a training session on
Wednesday

Jakkaram, Pedamiram and
Kopalle villages. The ses-
sion focused on effective
utilisation of protein derived
from duckweed. STI Hub
coordinator Dr G Harish
Kumar Varma presided over
the programme,

Speaking on the occasion,
Bhimavaram Rural Veteri-
nary Doctor Pandari Babu
stated that duckweed-based
protein is a cost-effective
alternative to expensive
commercial supplements

for livestock nutrition. He
added that using duckweed
feed lowers investment while
increasing returns, with
poultry farmers seeing faster
growth in birds within a
short duration.

College Director Dr M
Jagapathi Raju and Principal
Dr KV Muralikrishnamraju
said that preparing fodder
from duckweed is an ideal
low-cost income-generating
method for rural youth.
They noted that DWCRA

women groups can adopt
this on a large scale to boost
their earnings.

R&D Dean Dr T Vamshi
Nagaraju and STT Hub
Coordinator Dr Harish
Kumar Varma explained that
duckweed can be cultivated
within 48 hours. The college
has developed a machine to
process it before supplying
it to trainees, Permissions
have already been obtained
to cultivate duckweed in
unused ponds in several
panchayats, and youth were
encouraged to make full use
of the opportunity.

Training on water testing
will be provided soon, they
said, adding that the pro-
gramme is supported by the
Union Department of Sci-
ence & Technology to create
technology-based employ-
ment for rural youth.

Civil Engineering HoD
Dr G Sree Bala, EEE HoD
Dr BRK Varma, Vet Centre
In-charge Dr T Rambabu,
Dr Ganesh and others
participated.

The Hons India
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